We calculated the average life expectancy of the EU-15 as:
Decomposition techniques are standard methods for comparing life expectancies across populations and time, and analyzing the age-contributions and cause-contributions to their differences. [6, 7] These methods have been used before to assess changes over time and across countries for the LAC region. [8, 9] We extracted age-specific death rates, numbers of survivors and persons-years from the life tables from United Nations. [10] These values, together with the proportion of deaths for each cause in every age group, were used to obtain the age and cause-specific death rates and contributions that make Once the age-contribution is obtained the cause of death j contribution is derived from this as
as before ( , ) is the death rate for age x, cause j in population i.
Several methods of cause-decomposition of changes in life expectancy exist, however, comparisons of these methods return negligible differences. 
